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Corinthian Clay Nutte(1906¢ 2004)

Corinthian ClajNutter was a teacher who fought to expand
educational opportunities for her students. She visn in
Forney, Texas. Her family relocated frequently as her
parents sought work, andutter had to drop out of school

at age 14. She moved to Kansas City in 1922, managed to
earn her high school degree in 1936, and went on to
graduate from Western Univsity. In 1938, she obtained
her Kansas teaching license and took a position at
aSNNAIFYQa 21f1SNI9ftSYSyidlNE ({
institution that lacked indoor plumbing and other modern
amenities.

When a new school opened in tiegty in 1947 and African
American students were not permitted to

attend, Nutter joined a boycott of the dilapidated school

and organized a home school for children in the
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reached the Kansas Supreme Court and opened the doors of the new school to African
AmericansNutter continued her own education and advanced her career, eventually becoming
the principal of Westview Elementary School in Olathe, Kansas. She retir@d2nands

remembered for her role in school desegregation.

Primary Sources:

FromWebb vs. School Distriédo. 90

Below is a list of findings of fact fromaavsuit against the school district where Ms. Nutter

worked. As you will see, these findings make clear the inequalities between the two schools and
that the schools were racially segregated in a manner that was not approved by the law. This
case served as a precursorBoown vs. Board of Educatidhe case which removed the legal
NFGA2y I ES GKS fft2¢gSR aS3aNB3AFGA2Y dzy RSNJ (KS
Plessy vs. Fergus¢h63 U.S. 53)7in 1896.
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“FINDINGS OF FACT

“1. School District No. 90, Johnson County, Kansas, has for generations
maintained two separate school buildings. One known as the South Park
Grade School and the other as Walker School.

“2. During all of said period of time the Negro school children attended
the Walker School and the white school children attended the South Park
School.

“3. Until 1947 the type of construction of the two buildings was com-
parable.

“4, The school district made available funds in 1947 and a new building
was constructed on the site of the old South Park Grade School at a cost of
approximately $90,000.00.

“5. No provision was made for a new school building to take the place
of the Walker School and at the time of the filing of this action said build-
ing was in a bad state of repair. The school board did make some improve-
ments prior to the commencement of the 1948 school term.

“6. Notwithstanding these repairs at the Walker School the two buildings
are not comparable from any point of view and particularly as to sanitation
and fire hazard—the Walker building being of frame and stucco construction
while the South Park building is of approved semi-fire proof construction.
The equipment in the South Park building, while all of it is not new, and
the built-in facilities, including the lighting, makes for a modern educational
program and is therefore superior to that found at the Walker School. The
toilets at Walker School are on the outside of the building; at the South
Park new building they are on the inside of the building and the equipment
is of the latest design and in furtherance of sanitation.

“There is no Gym, as such, at either building, but there is a rather large
auditorium in the new South Park building and none at the Walker building.
There is a sliding or failing door between the rooms at the Walker. building
which may be opened for assembly purposes.

“The playground equipment would be comparable if the missing parts at
Walker School were procured and installed on the frames now on the ground.

“7. There has been established a kindergarten at the South Park School
and there is none at the Walker School.

“8. There has been installed a lunch service under the state and govern-
ment program at the South Park School. There is none at the Walker School.
.The program was undertaken by the parents of the Negro students but was
abandoned and no effort was made by anyone to revive it. In fact there
is no place in the Walker building suitable and which could be made sanitary
for such purpose. The basement is walled up with rock; it is on several
floor levels and there is .evidence of seepage of water. A sump pump has in
in the past been installed, but at the date of inspection no pump was in place.

“9. There are two teachers in the Walker School and nine at the South
Park School. The teachers at the South Park School are all white, the teach-
ers at the Walker School are colored.
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“10. A% the Walker School the eight grades are taught in two rooms. At
the South Park School each of the eight rooms has s teacher and there is
also a part-time music teacher, There was no showing that music was taught
at the Walker School.

“11. The textbooks and other teaching material and supplies are the same.

“12, The scholastic attainment, as shown by the achievement tests, is
comparable. )

“13. There was some evidence in an attempt to establish that one or
both of the teachers at the Walker School were not qualified. Said teachers
have been approved, on a temporary basis or otherwise, by the State Super-
intendent of Public Instruction and are therefore duly qualified. Therefore
this contention is without merit.

“14. After the completion -of the new South Park building the parents of
the Negro children made demands upon the Principal and school board that
the Negro children be permitted to attend school at the new building. On
the ground that said Negro students were not in the assigned attendance area
admittance was refused.

“15. By reason of these demands the school board did, at a special meeting
held on May 15, 1948, adopt a resolution fixing the boundary of the attendance
areas of the two schools. The metes and bounds of these attendance areas
does not divide the district East and West or North and South, but meanders
up streets and alleys, and by reason thereof all of the Negro students are
placed in the Walker School attendance area. Under this allocation the white
children walk past the Walker School. There may be white families in the
Walker area and Negro families in the South Park area. ‘The evidence on this
point was not too definite.

“16. The designation of the school area for each of the two schools, as set
out in the resolution, clearly establishes that the two areas were not designated
or o territorial, school census, or any other, reasonable basis and such action

taken by the officers of the school district was therefore arbitrary. Such desig-
nation does attain the result of segregating the Negro children in the Walker
School whether such result was intentional on the part of the school officials
or not.

“17. In the 1947-48 school term there were 222 pupils in the South Park
School and 44 pupils in the Walker School. Iw the 1948-49 school term there
are approximately 245 pupils in the South Park School and approximately the
same number of pupils as in 1947-48 at the Waliker School.
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Kansas City StaFebruary 14, 2004

Services planned for civil-rights figure
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Funecral services for Corinthian
Nutter, a civil-rights pioneer who
Ii\tdinSimm::]c.\ﬁnbca:ll}lam
Monday at the Pasco Baptist
Church, 2501 Pasco Bhd

A wake will be held froin 6 1o 8
pm. Sunday at Amos Funcral
Home, 10901 Johnson Drive, Shaw-

nee. A ceremony will begin at 630

pm.
“Miss Nutter,” who died Wednes-

day at 97, helped desegregate Mer-
riam schools in the late 1940s. She
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and others walked out to protest the
¢ that gave white students
a new buikding and supplics and
black students a dilapidated strue-
ture and discarded books.
Nutter and another teacher con-
tinucd to tcach until the Kansas Su-
Court nided in thar Envor in



Kansas City StaFebruary 25, 2004
Weanosday, February 20,3004 SHAWNEE & LENEXA www.kansascliy.com 7

May 25 will be Corinthian Nutter Day in Merriam

Johnson Countian
was leader
in integration fight

By KIMBERLY SWEET
The Xansas Clty Star

May 25 will be designated as Co-
rinthian Clay Nutter in Mer-
riam this year in honor of the John-
SEainst sogegation preceged e

t scgregation p e
historic Brown v, Board of Educa-
tion decislon that outlawed the
practice In schools.

Memiam Mayor Carl Wilkes is-
sued the proclamation during
Monday night's CIR; Council meet-
ing. Nuttcr. who dled eartler this
month at the ‘:ﬁe of 97, held a spe-
clal place In the hearts of many
Merriam and Johnson County resi-
dents — including Wilkes",

"Ms. Nutter was very special to
me,” Wikkes told the council. "She
tau tmeﬁnmﬁrsuolhhdgmde.l

can't think of a finer teacher.”

During the council’s public com-
ment period, Memam resident
Gary Glenn suggested that if the up-
coming school bond issue passes
and a ncw clementary school is
bullt in Memdam, it should be
named after Nutter,
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